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" "W e have heen speciaiiy. instrucied by (his convention to invoke the
~eee? "o cther aid of Congress to this great underiakiﬁg.__ In f?ﬂﬁiiing .’t’ne du-
~ ty which has been conﬁ_ded; to'.us,»y,our.memomalzsts will abstam froa.n
any minute exposition of ~_t_hg;r_‘ons‘idexj‘at}lons3 Whetber gefxe;'al_ or tl‘ndl'-
+31us]. which have off formefi-occasions been presented to your hon-
oreble bodies as furnishing inducements, to the Government of {he
United States, to embark in this undertaking. This subject bas here-
tofore been presented to Congress with so much ability, and i1s-now
. 80 thorough';y comprehended in all its details, as to render any furiner
“~fllystrations from us wholly unnecessary.-

It will ke our task to bring before your honorable bodies certain
facts and considerations, applicable to the existing state of things, such

" as appear to the convention to furnish irresistible inducements to the
Government of the Union, tolend a favorable eaf to our application for

- further aid. | | o
The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal had its origin in the enlarged wis-
dom of the enlightened citizens of Virginia and Maryland; which dis-
3ti§i;c;11y.perceived the practicability of improving the navigation of the
noble stream which formed their common boundary ; and, that great
te benefits would result from the accom-
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pu‘u‘xic as well as pri

plishment of thisobjecét. The Legislatures of those States appointed
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* eommissioners to examine the subject; and, to et able them to periorm
fully the duty which had been thus entrusted to their care,these com- ?‘%
L

missioners associaied with them, in their labors, skilful and accom-
plished engineers. The report which was made by this body fully
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dcveloped and established the feasibility of the project, and with greal
minuteness of detail exhibited the expense which would be incurred
in its accomplishment, and the means by which its cost might be de-

frayed. Such was the character of this paper, that it was thought
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proper by the constituted authon

consideration of the Government of the United States.
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o this document cannot but satisfy your honorable bo-
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dies that the object then contemplated, though in its scale’far inferior,
in every particular, to that to which your consideration is invited, was
obviously within the means of the parties immediately interested 1n
__ its accomplishment. Those parties looked to the improvement of the
~= - "= pavigation of the river Potomac only, from Cumberland to tide water,

by a continuous canal of thirty feet in width at the surface, twenty at
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